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23" November 2023

Dear Parent/Carer,

Community Incident & Safety

We have received reports of a mugging last night in the local area with pupils of another local school as victims. There
were a number of similar incidents last year on the High Street and The Green which did affect our pupils and seem to
involve youths with balaclavas/face masks looking for phones and other electronic equipment. Please ensure your
children are aware of this and do not hang around the local area unnecessarily and ensure their possessions are not on
show. We have also provided previous advice about local businesses that will offer a safe space for our pupils if they
are concerned: Petty Son and Prestwich, MUST Wine Bar and Assemble.

All pupils received assemblies related to safety over the Challenge Week period and so this should be fresh in their
minds. You also received a letter about community behaviour last week from Mrs Martin which also contained some
good advice about safety too. Please do keep us updated if you have any further information or concerns or feel you
or your child need more support around safety. Please talk to us also if you feel you need your child to stay longer in
school until you can pick them up and we will try and accommodate even though there may not be specific activities
arranged. We have also introduced a revised procedure for clubs, as you know, to ensure you know if a club is
cancelled or a child doesn’t turn up.

Social Media

On another note, a group of pupils are creating TikToks using photos of staff from the website. We are aware of all the
accounts and have contacted TikTok to take these down and will be investigating further today. Please be very aware if
your child has a TikTok account that you know what they are doing — | attach further information about TikTok as it is
really important as parents/carers that you understand what your children are doing on social media.

School Access

Due to ongoing concerns about safeguarding and security of the school site (which we have raised continually with the
Local Authority over the last year) and an attempted theft from a contractor’s van in the front car park today, we are
going to have to make the decision to lock the gates at the front of the school between certain times of the day. This
will mean parents/carers will not be able to drive into school and there will be a new system for pedestrian entry. We
will keep you updated about when this will start. Longer term, it is very clear that we need financial support from the
Local Authority to fully review access to the school site and improve safeguarding. The Leisure Centre car park is now
ANPR controlled as you know but there is parking in local areas for a limited time.

INSET Day — Friday 24" November 2023
Reminder: the school is closed for pupils tomorrow.

All the best
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Emma Hillman
Headteacher
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At Nationdl Onllne Sofety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the infermation to held an Informed conversation about online sofety with their children, should they
feal It ln needed. This gulds focuses on one of many apps which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit v nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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Meet Qur Expert

Carly Poge is an experienced technology journalist with a
track record of more than 10 years in the industry. Previoushy
the editor of tech tabloid The Inquirer, Carly is nowa
freslance technology journalist, editor ond consuftant.
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