
Literacy at Wanstead:

“every teacher is a teacher of 
literacy”



WOW: Word of the Week
There will be a new word every week. The word will also contain the 
definition so you know what it means.
Get Achievement Points for using the WOW

In your Subjects

Create sentences 
for your WOW 
tutor display that 
include the word 
of the week!

Post them!

In your Tutor 
Group

You must use the word in 
the correct context (where 
possible) in any of your 
subjects. (not just going 
up to your teacher and 
saying it – has to be 
relevant to what you are 
doing)

This could be in your 
writing or verbally.



WOW
Whole School Word of the 

WeekIn Tutor time
• Tutor: Read through the Word of the Week Poster. 
• Draw attention to and discuss the

❑ Type of word and what this means (word class)
❑ Morphology - structure of the word 
❑ Word origin
❑ Play the pronunciation. Ask class to repeat back.

• Tutees to create sentences to include the WOW. Say it! Write it! Show it!
• Write this on a post it and display on WOW tutor board – An achievement 

point for each one 
• Weaker readers may wish to copy the examples and post these

Challenge:  Students could act out the word. Create a an action/form a face/freeze scene



Work of the Week: Rewards  
Vocab Wizards

The student from your year group with the most 
‘word of the week Achievement points’ for this term will 
be awarded with a book token for their conscious effort 
to widen their vocabulary across the school.
The student with the most ‘word of the week Achievement 
points’ in the whole school will receive not only a book 
token but also cinema vouchers.



Versatile

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Able to adapt or be adapted to many different 

functions or activities.

Examples
1. He is very versatile and can play several musical instruments

2. This jacket is versatile; you can wear it in summer or winter

3. They have a versatile skill set that suits many jobs.
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Flexible, multi-faceted. 

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix

Ile - pertaining to

WOW 1

C hallenge:

W hat is the opposite to 
versatile?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: vuh·suh·tile



Resolution

Word Class Noun
Meaning A firm decision to do or not do something. 

Examples
1. She made a resolution to study daily.

2.  His resolution was to be kinder

3. The resolution helped her stay focused
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Intention, resolve,commitment, pledge

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix
Re - again ion - act / process

WOW 2

Challenge:

Have you made any 
resolutions for 2026? 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: reh·zuh·loo·shn



Significant

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Sufficient great or important to be worthy of attention; 

noteworthy. 

Examples
1. The test results were significant.

2.  It was a significant moment

3. Her role was significant to the team
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Remarkable, noteworthy, important

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix
Sign - mark ant - having a 
quality 

WOW 3

Challenge:

What has been a 
significant moment to 
you in 2026?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: suhg·ni· fuh·knt



Equilibrium

Word Class Noun
Meaning A state in which opposing forces or influences are balance

Examples
1. The scale stayed in equilibrium

2.  They tried to keep their emotional equilibrium

3. Balance helps maintain equilibrium
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Balance, symmetry 

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix
Equi - equal ium - state / 
condition

WOW 4

Challenge:

How can you maintain 
greater levels of 
equilibrium in your life?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: ee·kwuh·li·bree·uhm



Prioritise

Word Class Verb
Meaning Treat something as being very or most important

Examples
1. I prioritise my homework first

2.  She learned to prioritise her time.

3. We must prioritise safety.
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Categorise, organise, list

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix
Prior - before ise - make or do

WOW 5

Challenge:

What do you need to 
prioritise this week?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: prai·o·ruh·tize



Sustain

Word Class Verb
Meaning Strengthen or support physically or mentally. 

Examples
1. Plants need water to sustain life.

2.  He worked hard to sustain his progress

3. The goal is to sustain success
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Maintain, keep up, prolong

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix
Sus - under tain - to hold

WOW 6

Challenge:

How can you sustain 
your academic progress 
in the autumn term?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: suh·stayn



Strategic

Word Class Adjective 
Meaning Calculated, having a long-term aim 

Examples
1. They made a strategic plan to beat the enemy. 

2.  Her chess move was strategic

3. Strategy helps with strategic thinking.
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Planned, tactical, calculated

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix
Strat - plan    ic - relating to

WOW 7

Challenge:

In which lessons do you 
need to be strategic? 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: struh·tee·juhk



Mindfulness

Word Class Noun
Meaning The quality or state of being conscious or aware of someth  

deliberate attention to the present moment

Examples
1. Mindfulness helps reduce stress 

2.  He practised mindfulness daily

3. Mindfulness improves focus 
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Awareness, attentiveness, consciousness 

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix
Mind - thought    ness - state or quality

WOW 8

Challenge:

What mindfulness 
methods do you pracice?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: mined·ful·nuhs



Vulnerability

Word Class Noun
Meaning The quality or state of being exposed to the possibility o  

being harmed, physically or emotionally

Examples
1. She showed vulnerability by asking for help

2.  Vulnerability can build trust.

3. He spoke about his vulnerability.
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Susceptibility, defenselessness, exposure 

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix
Vulner - wound    ability - capacity

WOW 9

Challenge:

What are opposite 
words for vulnerability?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: vuhl·nuh·ruh·bi·luh·tee



Predicament

Word Class Noun
Meaning A difficult, unpleasant or embarrassing situation. 

Examples
1. He was in a difficult predicament

2.  The lost map caused a predicament.

3. She solved the predicament quickly
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Dilemma, quandary, plight 

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix
Pre = before        ment - state / result

WOW 10

Challenge:

Have you had any 
predicaments in the last 
week?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: pruh·di·kuh·muhnt



Inclement

Word Class Adjective
Meaning (of the weather) unpleasantly cold or wet; severe.  

Examples
1. The inclement weather stopped the game

2.  We stayed inside due to inclement conditions

3. Inclement winds damaged trees.
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Harsh, stormy, severe 

Morphology – structure of words – prefix
suffix

In = not ment - state / 
condition

WOW 11

Challenge:

What inclement weather 
have you seen this week?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: uhn·kleh·muhnt



Transcendence

Word Class Noun 
Meaning The state of going beyond ordinary limits; surpassing norm  

experience, often spiritually

Examples
1. The speech inspired transcendence

2.  Art can bring a sense of transcendence

3. Music created transcendence for the audience
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Supremacy, superiority, elevation 

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix
Trans - across ence - state / quality

WOW 12

Challenge:

What inspires 
transcendence for your 
life?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: tran·sen·dns



Commemoratio
n

Word Class Noun 
Meaning The act of remembering and showing respect for a person or        

event, often with a ceremony.

Examples
1. T he ceremony was a commemoration of heroes

2.  T hey held a commemoration event.

3. T he statue stands for commemoration
Synonyms 
for this 
word

O bservation, remembrance, tribute. 

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix
C om - together  tion - act / process

WOW 13

C hallenge:

How could you 
commemorate your time 
at W anstead High 
School?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: kuh·meh·muh·ray·shn


	Literacy at Wanstead:� �“every teacher is a teacher of literacy”
	WOW: Word of the Week�There will be a new word every week. The word will also contain the definition so you know what it means.�Get Achievement Points for using the WOW
	WOW�Whole School Word of the Week
	Work of the Week: Rewards  �Vocab Wizards
	WOW 1
	WOW 2
	WOW 3
	WOW 4
	WOW 5
	WOW 6
	WOW 7
	WOW 8
	WOW 9
	WOW 10
	WOW 11
	WOW 12
	WOW 13

