
Literacy at Wanstead:

“every teacher is a teacher of 
literacy”



WOW: Word of the Week
There will be a new word every week. The word will also contain the 
definition so you know what it means.
Get Achievement Points for using the WOW

In your Subjects

Create sentences 
for your WOW 
tutor display that 
include the word 
of the week!

Post them!

In your Tutor 
Group

You must use the word in 
the correct context (where 
possible) in any of your 
subjects. (not just going 
up to your teacher and 
saying it – has to be 
relevant to what you are 
doing)

This could be in your 
writing or verbally.



WOW
Whole School Word of the 

WeekIn Tutor time
• Tutor: Read through the Word of the Week Poster. 
• Draw attention to and discuss the

❑ Type of word and what this means (word class)
❑ Morphology - structure of the word 
❑ Word origin
❑ Play the pronunciation. Ask class to repeat back.

• Tutees to create sentences to include the WOW. Say it! Write it! Show it!
• Write this on a post it and display on WOW tutor board – An achievement 

point for each one 
• Weaker readers may wish to copy the examples and post these

Challenge:  Students could act out the word. Create a an action/form a face/freeze scene



Work of the Week: Rewards  
Vocab Wizards

The student from your year group with the most 
‘word of the week Achievement points’ for this term will 
be awarded with a book token for their conscious effort 
to widen their vocabulary across the school.
The student with the most ‘word of the week Achievement 
points’ in the whole school will receive not only a book 
token but also cinema vouchers.



Transcendence

Word Class Noun 
Meaning The state of going beyond ordinary limits; surpassing norm  

experience, often spiritually

Examples
1. The speech inspired transcendence

2.  Art can bring a sense of transcendence

3. Music created transcendence for the audience
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Supremacy, superiority, elevation 

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix
Trans - across ence - state / quality

WOW 1

Challenge:

What inspires 
transcendence for your 
life?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: tran·sen·dns



Commemoration

Word Class Noun 
Meaning The act of remembering and showing respect for a person or        

event, often with a ceremony.

Examples
1. T he ceremony was a commemoration of heroes

2.  T hey held a commemoration event.

3. T he statue stands for commemoration
Synonyms 
for this 
word

O bservation, remembrance, tribute. 

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix
C om - together  tion - act / process

WOW 2

C hallenge:

How could you 
commemorate your time 
at W anstead High 
School?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: kuh·meh·muh·ray·shn



Refine

Word Class Verb
Meaning To improve something by making small changes

Examples
1. She wants to refine her drawing skills.

2.  T he company will refine its process

3. He refined his speech before presenting
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Improve, polish, enhance 

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix
Re  - again fine - high quality

WOW 3

C hallenge:

How could you refine 
your homework this 
week?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: ruh fine



Rigorous

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Extremely thorough, careful, and accurate

Examples
1. T he test was very rigorous

2.  She follows a rigorous training plan

3. T he rules are strict and rigorous.
Synonyms 
for this 
word

T horough, strict, exacting 

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix
Rigor - strict ous - full of

WOW 4

C hallenge:

W hat is the opposite to 
rigorous? 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: RIG-er-uhs



Constraint

Word Class Noun
Meaning A limitation or restriction 

Examples
1. T ime is a big constraint for us.

2.  T he budget is a major constraint

3. T hey worked within tight constraints.
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Limitation, restriction, barrier

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix
C on - together    strain - pull tight
/ with

WOW 5

C hallenge:

W hat are the opposites 
of constraint? 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: kuhn-STRAYNT



Articulate

Word Class Verb
Meaning To express ideas clearly and effectively

Examples
1. She can articulate her ideas clearly

2.  He is an articulate speaker

3. T ry to articulate your thoughts better
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Express, communicate, convey

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix
Articul - join/ connect      ate - make, or do

WOW 6

C hallenge:

How could you articulate 
your ideas better this 
week? 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: ar-TIK-yuh-luht



Implicit

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Suggested, but not directly stated.

Examples
1. His trust was implicit

2.  T here was an implicit agreement

3. She gave implicit support
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Implied, unstated, indirect 

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix
Im - in / into

plic - fold

WOW 7

C hallenge:

W hat is the opposite to 
being implicit? 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: im-PLIS-it



Discrepancy

Word Class Noun
Meaning A difference or inconsistency between things that should be similar

Examples
1. T here is a discrepancy in the report

2.  T hey found a small discrepancy

3. T he numbers show a discrepancy
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Inconsistent, mismatch, difference

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix
Dis - not / apart              ancy - state / condition

WOW 8

C hallenge:

W hat is the opposite to a 
discrepancy 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: dis-KREP-uhn-see



Substantiate

Word Class Verb
Meaning To provide evidence to support a claim 

Examples
1. He tried to substantiate his claim

2.  T he data will substantiate the results.

3. She could not substantiate the story
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Support, verify, back-up

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix
Sub - under are -
make / cause

WOW 9

C hallenge:

How can you 
substantiate better in 
your writing?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: suhb-STAN-shee-ayt



Nuanced

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Showing subtle differences or distinctions 

Examples
1. Her answer was very nuanced

2.  T he film has a nuanced story

3. He gave a nuanced opinion
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Subtle, refined, detailed 

Morphology – structure of words –
N o clear prefix/ suffix for this word. 
W ord root: nuance - slight difference

WOW 10

C hallenge:

W here have you heard 
the word nuanced 
before?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: NOO-ahnst



Correlation

Word Class Noun
Meaning A connection or relationship between two things 

Examples
1. T here is a correlation between diet and health

2.  T he study shows a strong correlation

3. T hey found no correlation
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Relationship, link, association 

Morphology – structure of words –
Prefix Suffix
C o - together ion - act / process 

WOW 11

C hallenge:

W here do you use the 
word correlation the 
most in school? 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: kor-uh-LAY-shuhn



Evaluate

Word Class Verb
Meaning To judge the value or importance of something

Examples
1. W e need to evaluate the results

2.  She will evaluate your work

3. T he teacher evaluates students daily
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Assess, judge, appraise 

Morphology – structure of words –
Prefix Suffix
E - out are - make / do

WOW 12

C hallenge:

W hat sorts of evaluating 
have you done today? 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: ih-VAL-yoo-ayt



Repose

Word Class Noun
Meaning A state of rest, sleep, or peaceful relaxation

Examples
1. He sat in quiet repose

2.  T he painting shows a calm repose

3. She rested in peaceful repose
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Rest, relaxation, tranquility 

Morphology – structure of words –
Prefix Suffix
Re - back pose - place / 
put

WOW 13

C hallenge:

How many times can you 
use the word repose in a 
sentence this week? 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: rih -POHZ



Vacation

Word Class Noun
Meaning A period of time spent away from school or work for rest or travel

Examples
1. W e went on vacation last week

2.  She is planning a vacation

3. T hey enjoyed their summer vacation
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Holiday, break, getaway 

Morphology – structure of words –
Root Suffix
Vac - empty               ation - state or process

WOW 14

C hallenge:

W hat are your plans for 
the summer vacation?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: vay-KAY -shuhn
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