
Literacy at Wanstead:

“every teacher is a teacher of 
literacy”



WOW: Word of the Week
There will be a new word every week. The word will also contain the 
definition so you know what it means.
Get Achievement Points for using the WOW

In your Subjects

Create sentences 
for your WOW 
tutor display that 
include the word 
of the week!

Post them!

In your Tutor 
Group

You must use the word in 
the correct context (where 
possible) in any of your 
subjects. (not just going 
up to your teacher and 
saying it – has to be 
relevant to what you are 
doing)

This could be in your 
writing or verbally.



WOW
Whole School Word of the 

WeekIn Tutor time
• Tutor: Read through the Word of the Week Poster. 
• Draw attention to and discuss the

❑ Type of word and what this means (word class)
❑ Morphology - structure of the word 
❑ Word origin
❑ Play the pronunciation. Ask class to repeat back.

• Tutees to create sentences to include the WOW. Say it! Write it! Show it!
• Write this on a post it and display on WOW tutor board – An achievement 

point for each one 
• Weaker readers may wish to copy the examples and post these

Challenge:  Students could act out the word. Create a an action/form a face/freeze scene



Work of the Week: Rewards  
Vocab Wizards

The student from your year group with the most 
‘word of the week Achievement points’ for this term will 
be awarded with a book token for their conscious effort 
to widen their vocabulary across the school.
The student with the most ‘word of the week Achievement 
points’ in the whole school will receive not only a book 
token but also cinema vouchers.



Integrity

Word Class Noun
Meaning The quality of being honest and having strong moral principles that guid  

positive behaviours and decision making. 

Examples
1. She always acts with integrity, even when no one is watching

2. The teacher praised the student’s integrity.

3.  People respect him for his integrity.
Synonyms 
for this 
word

morality, goodness, honesty, truth

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix

In     itas
N ot whole, complete

WOW 1

C hallenge:

C an you list words that 
are the opposite of 
integrity? 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: in-T EG-
ruh-tee

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opposite to luminous: dark, dim dull, lackluster



Curiosity

Word Class Noun
Meaning A strong desire to know or learn something.

Examples
1. The child’s curiosity led him to ask many questions.

2. Curiosity helps us learn new things.

3. Her curiosity made her explore the library.
Synonyms 
for this 
word

inquisitiveness, interest, wonderment, speculative

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix

--- state, condition

WOW 2

Challenge:

What other words 
demonstrate curiosity? 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: kyoo-ree-OSS-uh-tee

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opposite to luminous: dark, dim dull, lackluster



Respect

Word Class Noun and verb
Meaning Regard and care for the feelings, wishes, or rights of other

Examples
1. We should show respect to our elders.

2. Respect is important in every friendship.

3. He earned respect by helping others
Synonyms 
for this 
word

appreciation, honour, consideration, 
recognition

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix

back/again         ---

WOW 3

Challenge:

What actions do you 
take to show respect to 
others?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: rih-SPEKT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opposite to luminous: dark, dim dull, lackluster



Service

Word Class Noun and verb
Meaning The action of helping or an activity that provides benefit or value to someon  

else, in this context without the expectation of something in return. 

Examples
1. The restaurant gave great service
2. She volunteers her time in service to the community..
3. Service to others makes the world better.

Synonyms 
for this 
word

Charity,  aid, support, duty

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix

--- ice = turns 
serve into a noun. 

WOW 4

Challenge:

How do you help serve 
your community?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: SUR-viss

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opposite to luminous: dark, dim dull, lackluster



Teamwork

Word Class Noun
Meaning A cohesive group that fosters shared goals, mutual support, and  

positive, productive working environment.

Examples
1. The players won the game through teamwork
2. Teamwork makes hard jobs easier.
3. Good teamwork brings success.

Synonyms 
for this 
word

Partnership, collegiality, coalition, synergy, 
coalition 

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix

--- ---

WOW 5

Challenge:

How do you help serve 
your community?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: TEEM-wurk

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opposite to luminous: dark, dim dull, lackluster



Appreciate

Word Class Verb
Meaning Recognise the full worth of or fully grasp the implication   

something

Examples
1. I really appreciate your help with the project,
2. We appreciate the beauty of nature during our mornin  
walks.
3. I appreciate your honesty and kindness.

Synonyms 
for this 
word

Value, respect, treasure, admire 

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix
Pretium: —
price, value   

WOW 6

Challenge:

How do you show 
appreciation to people? How 
do you appreciate the 
opportunities you have?

Break down the morphology 
of the word to figure out it’s 
meaning 

Sounds like: uh-PREE-shee-ate

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opposite to luminous: dark, dim dull, lackluster



Charismatic

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Exercising a compelling charm which inspires devotion in others

Examples
1. The speaker was so charismatic that the audience was 
captivated.
2. The charismatic leader inspired everyone to work harder.

3. She has a charismatic smile that makes people feel welcome.
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Charming, fascinating

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix

--- tic - relating to

WOW 7

C hallenge:

W ho do you consider to 
be charismatic?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: ka·ruhz·ma·tuhk

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opposite to luminous: dark, dim dull, lackluster



Courteous

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Polite, respectful or considerate in manner. 

Examples
1. The teacher was very courteous to all the students.

2. It’s important to be courteous when speaking to others.

3.The waiter gave us courteous service at the restaurant.
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Respectful, polite, considerate

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix

--- eous - the quality of

WOW 8

C hallenge:

How can you 
demonstrate you are 
courteous?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: kuh·tee·uhs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opposite to luminous: dark, dim dull, lackluster



Fundamental

Word Class Noun
Meaning A central or primary rule or principle on which something is based.

Examples
1.Honesty is a fundamental part of a strong relationship.
2. Reading is a fundamental skill for learning

3. Water is fundamental to all forms of life
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Basics, essentials, rudiments, foundations

Morphology – structure of words –
prefix suffix

—
—

WOW 9

C hallenge:

W hat are the 
fundamentals to your 
education?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: fuhn·duh·men·tl

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opposite to luminous: dark, dim dull, lackluster



Philosophy

Word Class Noun
Meaning A theory or attitude that acts as a guiding principle f  

behaviour.

Examples
1.She studies philosophy at the university.
2. His philosophy in life is to always stay positive.
3. We talked about the philosophy of happiness and success.

Synonyms 
for this 
word

Beliefs, ideology, convictions, ideas

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix

Philo - —
love of

WOW 10

C hallenge:

W here do you learn 
about philosophies?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: fuh·lo·suh·fee

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opposite to luminous: dark, dim dull, lackluster



Indispensable

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Absolutely necessary

Examples
1.Water is indispensable for survival.
2. A good teacher is indispensable for a child’s education

3. His help was indispensable during the project.
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Essential, crucial, necessary, required, key

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix

Philo - —
love of

WOW 11

C hallenge:

W hat is indispensable to 
you?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: in·duh·spen·suh·bl

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opposite to luminous: dark, dim dull, lackluster



Rejoice 

Word Class Verb
Meaning Feel or show great joy or delight

Examples
1.We rejoice at the good news of her promotion
2. Children rejoice when the school closes for holidays

3. Let us rejoice in our achievements together
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Joy, delight, elation, pleasure

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix

Re- ___
very much

WOW 12

C hallenge:

W hat is the opposite to 
rejoice?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: ruh·joys

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opposite to luminous: dark, dim dull, lackluster



Transform

Word Class Verb
Meaning To make a marked change in the form, nature or 

appearance of

Examples
1.Exercise can transform your body and health
2. The caterpillar will transform into a butterfly
3. New technology can transform the way we work

Synonyms 
for this 
word

Change, metamorphose, alter, mutate

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix

Trans: —
across or through

WOW 13

C hallenge:

W hat is the opposite to 
transform?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: trans-FORM

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opposites / antonyms of transform:  maintain, conserve, stagnate, preserve



Sufficient

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Enough, adequate

Examples
1.She has sufficient money to buy the book
2. There is sufficient food for everyone at the party
3. He didn’t study, but his knowledge was sufficient to pass the test.

Synonyms 
for this 
word

Ample, abundant, adequate, enough

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix

— ent -
doing or taking   

action

WOW 14

C hallenge:

W hat is the opposite to 
sufficient?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: suh·fi·shnt

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opposites / antonyms of sufficient:  insufficient, inadequate, deficient, scarce 



Versatile

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Able to adapt or be adapted to many different 

functions or activities.

Examples
1. He is very versatile and can play several musical instruments

2. This jacket is versatile; you can wear it in summer or winter

3. They have a versatile skill set that suits many jobs.
Synonyms 
for this 
word

Flexible, multi-faceted. 

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix

Ile - pertaining to

WOW 15

C hallenge:

W hat is the opposite to 
versatile?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: vuh·suh·tile

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opposites / antonyms of versatile:  inflexible, fixed, limited, rigid, specialised 



Triumph

Word Class Noun
Meaning A great victory or achievement

Examples
1. She felt a great sense of triumph after winning the race

2. The team celebrated their triumph in the championship
3.Hard work and determination led to his personal triumph

Synonyms 
for this 
word

Win, success, achievement, victory

Morphology – structure of words –

prefix suffix

WOW 16

C hallenge:

W hat have been your 
triumphs this term?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: trai·uhmf
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