
Literacy at Wanstead:

“every teacher is a teacher of 
literacy”



WOW: Word of the Week
There will be a new word every week. The word will also contain the definition 
so you know what it means.
Get Achievement Points for using the WOW

In your Subjects

Create sentences 
for your WOW 
tutor display that 
include the word 
of the week!

Post them!

In your Tutor 
Group

You must use the word in 
the correct context (where 
possible) in any of your 
subjects. (not just going 
up to your teacher and 
saying it – has to be 
relevant to what you are 
doing)

This could be in your 
writing or verbally.



WOW
Whole School Word of the 

WeekIn Tutor time
• Tutor: Read through the Word of the Week Poster. 
• Draw attention to and discuss the

❑ Type of word and what this means (word class)
❑ Morphology - structure of the word 
❑ Word origin
❑ Play the pronunciation. Ask class to repeat back.

• Tutees to create sentences to include the WOW. Say it! Write it! Show it!
• Write this on a post it and display on WOW tutor board – An achievement 

point for each one 
• Weaker readers may wish to copy the examples and post these

Challenge:  Students could act out the word. Create a an action/form a face/freeze scene



Work of the Week: Rewards  
Vocab Wizards

The student from your year group with the most 
‘word of the week Achievement points’ for this term will 
be awarded with a book token for their conscious effort 
to widen their vocabulary across the school.
The student with the most ‘word of the week Achievement 
points’ in the whole school will receive not only a book 
token but also cinema vouchers.



Luminous

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Giving off light; bright or shining 

Examples
1. The moon cast a luminous glow over the quiet 
countryside.
2. Her luminous smile lit up the entire room.

3. The artist used luminous colours to bring vibrancy to 
the painting.

Synonyms 
for this word

Shining, bright, dazzling. 

Morphology – structure of words

Lum     ous
Light, illumination full of, 
possessing

WOW 1
Task: Write some sentences for your tutor group  WOW 

display 

Challenge:

Can you list words that 
are the opposite of 
luminous? 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: Loo· 
muh· nuhs



Altruism

Word Class Noun
Meaning Disinterested and selfless concern for the wellbeing of others

Examples
1. His altruism was evident in the countless hours he 
volunteered at the shelter.
2. Genuine altruism often goes unnoticed but makes a 
significant impact.
3. The community thrived on acts of altruism during the crisis.

Synonyms for 
this word

Unselfishness, self-sacrifice, humanity, philanthropy.  

Morphology – structure of words

Alt     ism
alternative practice, ideology, 
doctrine

WOW 2
Task: Write some sentences for your tutor group  WOW 

display 

Challenge:

Can you list words that 
are the opposite of 
altruism? 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: al·
troo·i·zm



Whimsical

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Playfully quaint or fanciful, especially in an appealing or amusing w

Examples
1. The story had a whimsical tone, filled with talking animals 
and flying houses.
2. She wore a whimsical hat decorated with feathers and 
clocks.
3. His whimsical sense of humour made even dull meetings 
enjoyable.

Synonyms for 
this word

Quirky, unusual, imaginative, creative  

Morphology – structure of words

al
Typically turns nouns 

in verbs or adjectives. 

WOW 3
Task: Write some sentences for your tutor group  WOW 

display 

Challenge:

Discuss any whimsical 
characters you have 
come across in books or 
films.  

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: wim·
zuh·kl



Infraction

Word Class Noun
Meaning A violation or infringement of a law or agreement 

Examples
1. The student received a warning for a minor infraction of the 
dress code
2. Speeding is a common traffic infraction with serious 
consequences.
3. Repeated infractions may lead to suspension.

Synonyms for 
this word

Breach, violation, transgression, flouting

Morphology – structure of words

In      ion
Not / negative            Noun made from a verb   

WOW 4
Task: Write some sentences for your tutor group  WOW 

display 

Challenge:

What is the opposite of 
infraction?  Discuss in 
pairs. 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: uhn·
frak·shn



Etiquette

Word Class Noun
Meaning The customary code of polite behaviour in society or among 

members of a particular profession or group. 

Examples
1. Proper etiquette dictates that you should not interrupt 
someone while they are speaking.
2. The diplomat was praised for his flawless social etiquette .

3. Teaching children good etiquette prepares them for future 
success.

Synonyms for 
this word

Protocol, custom, decorum, politeness

Morphology – structure of words

Et     ette
And                        relatively small size 

WOW 5
Task: Write some sentences for your tutor group  WOW 

display 

Challenge:

What is the opposite of 
etiquette?  Discuss in 
pairs. 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: eh·
tuh·ket



Rancour

Word Class Noun
Meaning Bitterness or resentfulness, especially when long-standing. 

Examples
1. Years of rancour made reconciliation between the two 
families difficult.
2. Despite the rancour of the debate, they agreed to keep 
communication open.
3. His tone was free of rancour , even after the betrayal.

Synonyms for 
this word

Resentment, bitterness, spite, malice

Morphology – structure of words

our
belonging

WOW 6
Task: Write some sentences for your tutor group  WOW 

display 

Challenge:

How many words ending 
in ‘-our’ can you list? 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 



Impertinent

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Not showing proper respect;  rudeness. 

Examples
1. The student's impertinent question caught the teacher off 
guard.
2. She found his impertinent remarks both rude and 
unnecessary.
3. It’s impertinent to assume someone’s intentions without 
evidence.

Synonyms for 
this word

Insolent, impudent, disrespectful, rude

Morphology – structure of words

Im  ent
Not / opposite       state or quality

WOW 7
Task: Write some sentences for your tutor group  WOW 

display 

Challenge:

What is the opposite of 
impertinent?  List as 
many words as you can

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: 
uhm·puh·tuh·nuhnt



Erudition 

Word Class Noun
Meaning The quality of having or showing great knowledge or learning; scholarsh  

Examples
1. Her erudition on classical literature impressed even the mo  
seasoned scholars
2. The professor’s lectures were filled with such erudition tha  
students often stayed after class just to hear more
3. Despite his quiet demeanor, his writing revealed a depth o  
erudition on a wide range of subjects

Synonyms for 
this word

Knowledge, learnedness, education, scholarship 

Morphology – structure of words

Er  ion
Change in state       noun made from a verb

WOW 8
Task: Write some sentences for your tutor group  WOW 

display 

Challenge:

What is the opposite of 
erudition?  List as many 
words as you can

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: eh·
ruh·di·shn



Meddlesome

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Fond of meddling or interfering.

Examples
1. The meddlesome neighbor kept spying.

2. His meddlesome ways caused tension.

3. She disliked his meddlesome questions
Synonyms for 
this word

Intrusive, meddling, prying, nosey 

Morphology – structure of words

some
Describes characteristics

WOW 9
Task: Write some sentences for your tutor group  

WOW display 

Challenge:

What is the opposite of 
meddlesome?  List as 
many words as you can
Can you think of any 
‘meddlesome’ characters 
in books / films / History?
Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: meh·
duhl·sm



Antagonism 

Word Class Noun
Meaning Active hostility or opposition

Examples
1. There was clear antagonism between the two teams

2. His words showed open antagonism.

3. She felt the antagonism in the room
Synonyms for 
this word

Resentment, dislike, bitterness, hatred. 

Morphology – structure of words

Ant ism
Anti or against condition or 

belief

WOW 10
Task: Write some sentences for your tutor group  

WOW display 

Challenge:

How many words ending 
in ‘ism’ can you list? 

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: an·
ta·guh·ni·zm



Antiquated 

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Old-fashioned or out-dated

Examples
1. The phone system is antiquated

2. He wore an antiquated hat.

3. That rule feels antiquated now.
Synonyms for 
this word

Obsolete, archaic, old-fashioned, very old. 

Morphology – structure of words

Ant ated
Anti or against state or 

condition

WOW 11
Task: Write some sentences for your tutor group  

WOW display 

Challenge:

What is the opposite of 
antiquated?

Break down the 
morphology of the word 
to figure out it’s meaning 

Sounds like: an·
tuh·kway·tuhd



1. Tutors need to clear away the WOW words from 23-24 for 
Monday please. 

2. WOW word is laminated and in Nila Roy’s office  - to be 
collected. 

3. To begin WOW on Monday 30th (Y7-10) and Tuesday 1st (Y11).

Tutor group: WOW WALL
Actions: 
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