
Ian has two children at primary school and lives in the local area. 
For his day job he works for an insurance company that specialises in supporting small 
and medium sized companies against non-payment from their customers. 
He enjoys working with businesses and using data to support them with effective 
decision-making. 
In his spare time, he is an average but keen runner and is slowly being won over by 
Leyton Orient FC. He says his favourite subject is, ‘easily’, Maths.

Ian Selby
 Co-Opted Governor, Co-Chair

Ellen Lake
 Co-Opted Governor, Co-Chair

Ellen is a Wanstead resident who has two children who attend primary school in 
Wanstead. 
Ellen is a solicitor and has worked at a leading international law firm for 15 years, where 
she specialises in crisis management, disputes and investigations, and risk and 
compliance advisory. 
Ellen is a member of the Operating Committee of the International Law Book Facility 
charity, which provides legal texts to not-for-profit organisations in need for legal 
research resources across the globe. Ellen is a member of the Behaviour and Personal 
Development (BAPD) Committee of the Governing Body and a Link Governor for 
Mathematics.

Andrew has lived in the local area since 2006 and has one child at primary school.  
Andrew is a Chief Engineer with 20+ years’ experience working for a major international 
engineering firm with a particular expertise in railway civil engineering, delivering multi 
discipline projects.
He is passionate about STEM and inspiring future generations of engineers, 
mathematicians and scientists at school to continue their journey into STEM based 
careers.
In his spare time, Andrew enjoys walking in Epping Forest, watching Formula 1 and 
indulging his Lego habit... which is slowly taking over the house.

Andrew Lamport  
Co-Opted Governor, Vice-Chair

Andrew lives locally on the Aldersbrook and both of his children attended Wanstead High 
School.
As an IT Service Management Consultant he has worked for several Local Authorities, 
The Bank of England, FCA, Network Rail and for Test-and-trace/UKHSA at the height of 
Covid-19. He plans to use his experience to support the school in, amongst other things, 
improving use of its IT services to automate processes, reduce workload and improve 
security. He also has a keen interest in SEND and the progress of the school build. His 
wife is a knowledgeable lifelong secondary educator and an ex-headteacher.
He works as a volunteer for The Woodland Trust and enjoys being out in the wilds 
foraging for his dinner. Don’t be fooled by his cockney accent; he’s a Liverpool fan.

Andrew Higgins 
 Co-Opted Governor



Emma has worked in London schools for over 25 years and is delighted to now be the 
Head at Wanstead High. This is her second Headship having spent five successful years at 
Heathcote School. 
She has a 13-year-old daughter who really helps shape her philosophy on education.  
She is a firm believer in inclusive practice and that all pupils feel happy and safe. This, of 
course, creates the right climate for learning. 
She is committed to both the romance and rigour of the school curriculum and providing 
great extra-curricular opportunities in all areas, ensuring pupils have fond memories of 
school but also experiences that can help them to develop into curious, resilient, tolerant 
and successful adults. 
Emma is committed to ensuring families have the best local education possible and 
ensuring that gaps are narrowed for disadvantaged pupils or other key groups, such as 
SEND pupils, that too often get left behind. 
She will work tirelessly with the Governing Body to ensure Wanstead High is the best it 
can be and recovers fully from the pandemic years. She is very keen to ensure Wanstead 
High plays a key role in the community and that we also open our doors to welcome 
parents and local people, whether part of the PTA for example, or as part of our Careers 
programme.

Emma Hillman
 Headteacher

Nichola has lived in Wanstead since 2006. Her children attended Wanstead High school 
until they left the sixth form. Nichola is a retired teacher, having taught in Tower Hamlets 
for 37 years. She was a History Teacher, a qualified SENCo, and for the last 8 years worked 
on the Behaviour Team within the local authority. She is passionate about Inclusion and 
has chosen to be a governor near to home in order to use her skills and knowledge in 
retirement.
Nichola enjoys the theatre, opera, reading, politics and swimming. She can often be seen 
in Wanstead walking her Black Labrador Ruby. 

Nichola Baker 
 Local Authority Governor

Cameron was born and raised in Wanstead before gaining a Masters in Civil Engineering 
at University. He currently works as a Project Manager, looking after the construction of a 
range of developments across London.
Outside of work, Cameron is a keen follower and player of sports and a fan of Charlton 
Athletic FC.   

Cameron Bain  
Co-Opted Governor

Charlene has lived locally since 2011 and has a primary school aged child.
Charlene has a strong background in ED&I, with a broad range of experience from FTSE 
100 to public sector organisations. Her ED&I programmes have encompassed wellbeing 
projects, staff engagement networks, mentoring programmes, inclusive learning and data 
driven decision making. 
In her spare time Charlene acts as a mentor to emerging talent. For fun Charlene enjoys 
cooking and planning regular escapes from the city.

Charlene Gachette 
Co-Opted Governor



Osman lives locally and is a former pupil of Wanstead High School. He brings professional 
experience in education leadership, having previously worked as a headteacher, along-
side wider experience in strategy, governance and organisational improvement.
Osman brings lived experience of the local community and a strong commitment to 
inclusive practice, ensuring that the diverse backgrounds and experiences of pupils and 
families are understood and reflected in governance. He is committed to supporting 
Wanstead High School through effective challenge and support, helping the Governing 
Body to fulfil its strategic role and ensure strong leadership and positive outcomes for all 
pupils.

Osman Abdullah
Co-Opted Governor

 

Lizzie Crump is a local Wanstead resident with two children; one in the school and one in 
a local primary. 
Lizzie has worked in local government, national government and for arts funding and 
policy organisations. She has been co-opted to the governing body to champion arts, 
music and performing arts, and is keen to support personal development and the overall 
quality of education in the school.
Lizzie loves yoga, singing in a choir and walking in Epping Forest.

Lizzie Crump 
Co-Opted Governor

Anne is a psychologist with over 10 years’ experience working with children, families, and 
diverse communities. She specialises in CBT and Trauma-Informed Care and has led 
mental health teams across education, charities, the NHS and local authorities. 
Anne currently leads a clinical team supporting families with complex needs and also 
provides clinical supervision and reflective practice. She is committed to evidence-based, 
compassionate support and looks forward to contributing to the wellbeing of the 
Wanstead High School community.

Anne Leach-Hurst  
Co-Opted Governor

Jay lives in the local area. 
She recently retired from media after a career spanning four decades at the BBC, ITV, 
Channel 4, Channel 5 and latterly Foxtel (Australia) as their UK based executive. 
Her area of specialism was acquiring television series and movies from the US and UK. 
She now spends her time serving as a Justice of the Peace for the North East London 
Jurisdiction and travelling.
Her first love other than her husband Mike, is reading - her favourite subject at school 
hands down was English literature. Her favourite author is Philip Pullman.

Jay Kandola  
Co-Opted Governor



 

Elizabeth has lived in the local area for over two decades and has two children - one 
currently attending Wanstead High School and the other a local primary school. 
Her professional journey spans more than 25 years in Human Resources, a field that 
never stands still - where she regularly navigates the challenges of legislative change, risk 
awareness and assessment and champions diversity, equity, and inclusion; all while 
striving to foster genuine collaboration among a wide range of stakeholders. 
Beyond her career, she is deeply passionate about Special Educational Needs (SEN) and is 
committed to levelling the playing field for every child. 
The arts are another area close to her heart and she is a long-standing member of the 
V&A, regularly immersing herself in its exhibitions and events and she never misses an 
opportunity to enjoy the vibrant London theatre scene. 
When time allows Elizabeth can be found in her garden, a small oasis of calm in a busy 
life/world. 

Elizabeth Marks 
 Parent Governor

 

In early 2023, I made the decision to swap the office for the classroom, embarking on a 
History PGCE at UCL. Up until that point, I had worked for the UK Foreign Office for ten 
years before joining a risk consultancy start-up in London. I was fortunate to be placed at 
Wanstead High School for my second teaching placement, and was subsequently offered 
a job in September 2024. I haven’t looked back since - I love teaching and I love the 
school. 
I am fortunate to be able to teach both History and French, which combines my inter-
est in medieval and modern history with my love for languages. It is a privilege to work 
alongside such talented and motivated colleagues who go above and beyond to support 
our students through excellent teaching and a wide range of enrichment activities. There 
are also plenty of opportunities for early careers teachers to become involved in different 
aspects of the school. For example, this year I have been supporting our sixth form by 
mentoring students who wish to apply for Oxbridge and other top tier universities. 
Wanstead is a place where students can pursue their own interests and really be them-
selves. There is outstanding pastoral support to ensure all students can reach their full 
potential, enabling teachers to teach!

Tom Ready 
 Staff Governor


